
OVERVIEW 
 
The Doorpost Film Project recognizes, honors and equips filmmakers whose work depicts the 
core of life, its struggles and its purpose. The second annual Doorpost Film Project will be held 
during the 2009 calendar year, culminating in Nashville, Tennessee USA, for a showing of 
selected short films, awards presentation and an exploratory symposium September 17–19, 
2009. Filmmakers selected as finalists will be required to attend the screening of their short film 
and other special events at the expense of The Doorpost Film Project. These events will be 
designed to allow interaction between filmmakers and their films’ audience.  
 
The following dates are provided for the filmmaker to plan and prepare for participation in the 
2009 Doorpost Film Project Competition.  While unanticipated, if a date has need for change 
as determined solely by The Doorpost Film Project it will not void the agreement below. The 
Doorpost Film Project will notify the Filmmaker in writing of the date change and this 
agreement shall remain in effect. 
 
 
2009 Project Dates 
 
January 1 – January 31:      Early Registration ($40) 
 
February 1 – February 28:     Regular Registration ($50) 
 
March 1 – March 15:       Late Registration ($60) 
 
March 15 11:59pm EST:   Round 1 Submission Deadline.  All films must be received by 

the Submission Deadline. 
 
March 1 – March 31:  Round 1 selection process and filmmaker notification. 
 
April 1 – April 30:   Selected Round 1 films posted online for viewer voting and 

judging. 
 
May 8:            10 Finalists notified. 
 
May 15:   10 Finalists announced.   
 
May 29 –31:   Finalists Round 2 pre production planning meeting 

(mandatory) in Jacksonville, FL.  
 
June 30:           Finalists scripts deadline for final round film on “Hope”. 
 







In the first round of competition, online viewer votes will account for 30% and jurist panel 
votes will account for 70% of the score. The ten highest‐scoring filmmakers (THE "10 
Finalists") will then compete in the final round of competition. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
The Doorpost Film Project invites films of up to seven (7) minutes in length, depicting one 
of the five themes. Any genre is acceptable.  
 
To be eligible for consideration in the 2009 Doorpost Film Project: 
 

• The submitting filmmaker must be either the producer or director of the film. 
 

• The film cannot have been broadcast, transmitted or distributed commercially prior 
to its submission to Doorpost and its exhibition on the Doorpost website. 

 
• A completed official entry form and visionary profile form signed by the filmmaker 
must accompany each film submission. 

 
• The film must be submitted online in .mov format (16:9 or 4:3 ratio) and mailed in 
DVD (region 1 or 0). 

 
• Non‐English films must be subtitled or dubbed in English. 

 
• Any film in excess of seven (7) minutes including all credits shall automatically be 
disqualified and all submission fees forfeited. 

 
• If selected to participate in Round 1 of The Doorpost Film Project 2009 competition, 
The Doorpost Film Project shall have the exclusive right to upload, post, transmit, 
display and broadcast the Submitted Film over the Internet on the Doorpost Film 
Project website, or otherwise, for a period of three (3) years following the 
submission of the Submitted Film, and all filmmakers shall use reasonable efforts to 
prevent, any posting, transmission, display or broadcast of the Submitted Film over 
the Internet, including, without limitation via YouTube and similar websites without 
the express written consent of The Doorpost Film Project. The Doorpost Film 
Project reserves the right to broadcast or display Submitted Film on other websites 
at its sole discretion. 
 

• Multiple submissions from a filmmaker must be submitted as individual 
submissions. 

 
• Any content deemed pornographic by The Doorpost Film Project will be, in their 
sole discretion, disqualified with a forfeiture of all submission fees. 

 



• Any film exceeding the seven (7) minute limit including credits or not RECEIVED on 
or before the appropriate deadline will be disqualified with forfeiture of all 
submission fees. 

 
• Once a signed Rules and Regulations form and DVD copy of the film has been 
received by The Doorpost Film Project and the submission has been cleared for 
viewing, the film will be judged for entry as an eligible film for round 1.  If a general 
submission film is selected, the uploaded film will become available for viewing on 
thedoorpost.com on April 1, 2009. 
 

• Payment of the non‐refundable entry fee must accompany each general submission.  
No film submission will be viewed until the entry fee has been paid. 

 
• All items on the materials checklist (below) must be provided to The Doorpost Film 
Project and RECEIVED no later than the applicable entry deadline. 

 
• All submitted films must have credits. 

 
• Films may not contain any music or other item (including, without limitation, 
trademarks or copyrightable material) for which Filmmaker does not have license.  
The Doorpost Film Project will not be responsible for clearing ANY rights in 
connection with a film submission. 

 
• All content that is not in violation of terms but is deemed unsuitable for minors will 
require age verification prior to viewing and voting if selected to participate in 
Round 1. 

 
• The submission must relate to one of the following five themes: 

 
 

Freedom Forgiveness 
Redemption Joy 
Humility  

 
 

• SUBMISSION OF A FILM (EACH A “SUBMITTED FILM”) BY YOU (“FILMMAKER”) IS AN 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, REPRESENTATION, COVENANT, AND WARRANTY BY FILMMAKER THAT: 
A) FILMMAKER OWNS ALL, AND HAS FULL AND COMPLETE RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST IN 
AND TO THE SUBMITTED FILM, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, THE WORLDWIDE 
COPYRIGHT IN THE SUBMITTED FILM, AND ANY AND ALL EXTENSIONS AND RENEWALS OF 
COPYRIGHT IN THE SUBMITTED FILM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND THAT FILMMAKER HAS 
NOT SOLD, GRANTED, CONVEYED OR ASSIGNED ANY OF FILMMAKER'S RIGHT, TITLE OR 
INTEREST IN OR TO THE SUBMITTED FILM; B) THAT THERE ARE NO LIENS OR ENCUMBRANCES 
ON THE SUBMITTED FILM AND THAT NO CLAIMS, PROCEEDINGS AND/OR LITIGATION EXIST OR 
ARE PENDING WITH RESPECT TO THE SUBMITTED FILM; C) THAT THE SUBMITTED FILM IS AN 



ORIGINAL WORK AND NEITHER THE SUBMITTED FILM, ANY ELEMENT OF THE SUBMITTED 
FILM NOR THE EXHIBITION OF THE SUBMITTED FILM BY THE DOORPOST FILM PROJECT WILL 
INFRINGE UPON OR VIOLATE THE COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARK, SERVICE MARK, TRADE NAME, 
PATENT, LITERARY, INTELLECTUAL, ARTISTIC OR DRAMATIC RIGHT, RIGHT OF PRIVACY, 
CONTRACT RIGHT, OR CIVIL RIGHT OF ANY PERSON OR ENTITY, D) THAT FILMMAKER HAS 
SECURED ANY AND ALL NECESSARY PERMISSIONS, CLEARANCES, RELEASES, LICENSES, 
ASSIGNMENTS, OF WHATSOEVER KIND OR NATURE IN AND FOR THE SUBMITTED FILM, 
INCLUDING ALL ELEMENTS AND COMPONENTS OF THE SUBMITTED FILM, NECESSARY FOR THE 
EXHIBITION, BROADCAST, DISTRIBUTION, TRANSMISSION, REPRODUCTION IN COPIES, AND 
DISPLAY OF THE SUBMITTED FILM, ENABLING FILMMAKER TO GRANT THE DOORPOST FILM 
PROJECT THE RIGHTS GRANTED HEREIN; E) THAT FILMMAKER HEREBY GRANTS THE 
DOORPOST FILM PROJECT A "GRATIS," NON‐EXCLUSIVE, WORLDWIDE LICENSE, IN PERPETUITY, 
FOR THE LIFE OF COPYRIGHT, TO EXHIBIT, BROADCAST, TRANSMIT, DISPLAY, DISTRIBUTE, 
REPRODUCE IN COPIES, COUPLE WITH OTHER FILMS, SYNCHRONIZE, SELL AND OTHERWISE 
PERFORM THE SUBMITTED FILM; F) THAT THE SUBMITTED FILM HAS NEITHER BEEN 
BROADCAST, TRANSMITTED OR DISTRIBUTED COMMERCIALLY PRIOR TO ITS SUBMISSION TO 
THE DOORPOST AND ITS EXHIBITION ON THE DOORPOST WEBSITE, NOR HAS THE SUBMITTED 
FILM BEEN AWARDED ANY PRIZES OR RECEIVED ANY ACCOLADES FROM ANY FILM FESTIVAL 
OR OTHERWISE; AND G) THAT FILMMAKER SHALL NOT POST, UPLOAD, DISPLAY, TRANSMIT, OR 
BROADCAST A SUBMITTED FILM OVER THE INTERNET FOR A PERIOD OF THREE (3) YEARS 
FROM THE DATE OF SUBMISSION OF THE SUBMITTED FILM. 

 
 

ENTRY FEES 
The fee to enter The Doorpost Film Project is $40 USD for early registration, $50 USD 
for regular registration and $60 USD for late registration per film submission. 
Filmmakers are permitted to enter as many films as desired with a complete entry 
form and entry fee accompanying each submission. Payment can be made by credit 
card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express) payable in US dollars to The 
Doorpost Film Project. 

 
 
 
MATERIALS CHECKLIST 
All entries must include the following: 

 
• Completed and signed 2009 Official Entry Form (this form) ‐ Please print and sign. 
 

• Completed 2009 Visional Profile Form (available online during signup process) 
 

• A DVD (Region 1 or 0) copy of the film, formatted for North America, labeled with 
the film's title, running time, producer's name, director's name, contact number and 
email (do not put adhesive labels on the disc unless it is a professional output job; if 
burning DVD yourself, use a permanent marker to write necessary info) RECEIVED 
by The Doorpost Film Project on or before March 15, 2009 and mailed to:  

The Doorpost Film Project  



3948 3rd St South, Suite 390 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250‐5847 

 
• One‐line film synopsis (up to 25 words) and full synopsis stating the objective of the 
film. 

 
• Entry fee, payable by credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover) 
U.S. dollars only. 

 
• Principal cast list and list of credits. 

 
 

FINALISTS ROUND 2 
 

The 10 Filmmakers (“Finalists”) selected to compete in the final round of competition will 
be notified by phone on or about Friday, May 8, 2009. Film selections will be publicly 
announced on Friday, May 15, 2009 on http://www.thedoorpost.com   
 
The Ten Finalists will receive a $30,000 credit toward the production of the final‐round 
12‐20 minute film Commissioned as a work‐for‐hire to be owned by The Doorpost Film 
Project (each a “Commissioned Film”), based on the topic of Hope. Scripts must be 
submitted for approval no later than June 30, 2009.   Once the script is approved the 
$30,000 credit will become available for use.  Viewer voting will account for 30% and the 
jurist panel vote will account for 70% of the final score, to be used in determining the Top 
3 films. Awards granted for first, second and third place winners of the Commissioned 
Film(s) will include: $100,000* first place prize, $35,000* second place prize, $25,000* for 
third place prize.  Additionally, the final 10 filmmakers will vote to award one finalist a 
$15,000 filmmaker’s choice award. Each of the 10 Finalists of the Commissioned Film(s) 
will also receive a written critique of their respective Commissioned Film by the jurist 
panel. 
 
*Filmmaker shall be responsible for all taxes. 

 
10 FINALISTS 
IN THE EVENT THAT THE SUBMITTED FILM IS SELECTED AS ONE OF THE 10 FINALISTS, THE 
FILMMAKER HEREBY GRANTS THE DOORPOST FILM PROJECT A FIRST RIGHT OF REFUSAL ON 
ANY NON INTERNET RELATED DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ALL 
ADAPTATIONS, SEQUELS, TRANSLATIONS AND OTHER VERSIONS OF THE FILM IN ADDITION TO 
THE "GRATIS," NON‐EXCLUSIVE LICENSE MENTIONED ABOVE. The top 10 finalists will be 
granted a credit of $30,000 toward the production of another short film on the topic of Hope as a 
"work for hire" to be owned from inception by The Doorpost Film Project.  Not more than $5,000 
of this credit may be paid to the Finalist or related parties.  This 12 ‐20 minute film will be used to 
determine the first, second, and third place finalists as well as filmmaker’s choice award. 
Payments will be made from The Doorpost Film Project via check directly to vendors of the 



filmmakers choosing. Checks will be cut within a reasonable period of time following receipt of 
invoice and signed W9 form.  Invoices must be received before September 1, 2009. 

 
RULES FOR SUBMISSION 
Filmmakers must comply with the following submission rules to be considered for 
an award: 

 
• The submitting filmmaker must be either the producer or director of the film. 

 
MATERIAL CHECKLIST for Commissioned Films 
Filmmakers for Commissioned Films must provide all of the following items 
RECEIVED on or before Friday, August 14, 2009, for promotion of the film in The 
Doorpost Film Project's print materials, website, and media kit: 

 
• Three (3) still photographs or digital images from the film 

 
• Two (2) head shots of each visionary 

 
• Two (2) head shots of the featured individual if applicable 

 
• Biography of 100 words or less on each visionary, star or featured individual (if 
applicable) 

 
• Completed tax form W‐9 (W‐8 BEN for non‐US residents) 

 
• Two (2) original DVD copies of the film for The Doorpost's library to be used for 
promotion of the Project and historical archive purposes. Film playtime must not 
exceed 12 – 20 minutes including credits. 

 
Include these items if desired: 

 
• Self‐addressed stamped postcard for The Doorpost Film Project to verify receipt of 
entry 

 
• Filmmaker statement ‐ a personal statement about why the film was made and why it 
aligns with The Doorpost Film Project's concept. 

 
 

NOTE: ENTRY MATERIALS, INCLUDING DVD'S, WILL NOT BE RETURNED. ENTRIES WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR PREVIEW ON 35MM OR 16MM FILM. 

 
EXPECTATIONS 



IMPORTANT!!!  Filmmakers selected to advance to the final round of competition must 
attend the events of The Doorpost Film Project presently scheduled for May 29th – 31st, 
2009 in Jacksonville, Florida and September 17‐19, 2009 in Nashville, Tennessee. 

 
In addition, one of the principal participants in the film's production will be asked to 
attend a portion of the week's events. Note: For each Commissioned Film, The Doorpost 
Film Project will provide: (i) for the Jacksonville events ‐ roundtrip airfare for one (1) 
individual and one (1) hotel room; and (ii) for the Nashville events, roundtrip airfare for 
two (2) individuals and one (1) hotel room.   Additional individuals associated with the 
film are welcome to participate in these events at their own expense.  

 
The Doorpost Film Project's staff may select films in addition to award‐winning films to be 
screened or used for illustrative purposes in the training symposium during the week of 
September 17‐19, 2009. Filmmakers of these films do not receive a cash award but are 
invited to attend at their own expense. 
 

SUBMISSION AGREEMENT 
Furthermore, in entering the Project, the filmmaker is required to sign the following 
release: 
I, the undersigned, as submitting visionary of the film, acknowledge and agree that I have 
read, understood, and complied with The Doorpost Film Project submission rules. If my 
film is selected to receive an award from The Doorpost Film Project, I will be present at 
the Finalists pre‐production planning meeting presently scheduled for May 29‐31, 2009 in 
Jacksonville, FL and at the awards events September 17‐19, 2009 in Nashville, Tennessee 
to receive the award. Additionally, should I be awarded, I will acknowledge The Doorpost 
Film Project and use the Award Logo in any direct developmental film's future paid 
advertising and promotional materials deriving benefit from the Project. I hold The 
Doorpost Film Project harmless from any damage to any materials including the print en 
route or otherwise during the Project's possession of the film.  
Further, I am the owner of all rights, title and interest in the Submitted Film, including, 
without limitation, the worldwide copyright in and to the Submitted Film, and have the 
full power and authority to submit the Submitted Film to The Doorpost Film Project for its 
consideration and review. In consideration of my entry of the Submitted Film into The 
Doorpost Film Project, and The Doorpost Film Project's agreement to review my 
Submitted Film, I hereby grant The Doorpost Film Project A) "gratis," non‐exclusive, 
irrevocable, worldwide license, in perpetuity, for the life of copyright, including all 
extensions and renewals of copyright, to exhibit, broadcast, transmit, display, distribute, 
reproduce in copies, edit, couple with other films, synchronize, sell and otherwise perform 
the Submitted Film. Further, I have read all of the warranties and representations 
contained in the 2009 Doorpost Film Project's Rules and Regulations pertaining to entries 
of Submitted Films submitted to The Doorpost Film Project, and I expressly acknowledge 
and agree that all of the warranties and representations as they pertain to my Submitted 
Film are true and accurate. I hereby indemnify and hold harmless the organizers of The 



Doorpost Film Project, its employees, officers, directors, partners, representatives, 
contractors, agents, attorneys, affiliates, successors and assigns harmless from any and all 
claims, complaints, causes of action, liabilities, judgments, losses, costs and expenses 
(including, without limitation, reasonable attorneys' fees and costs) arising out of or in 
connection with any and all claims, resulting from, based upon or incurred because of my 
breach of any the warranties and representations as contained in the 2009 Doorpost Film 
Project's Rules and Regulations. 
Regardless of whether a Submitted Film is chosen as one of the ten finalists, in the event 
that any filmmaker of a Submitted Film receives any offer to develop the Submitted Film, 
The Doorpost Film Project would like the opportunity to match any development offer 
made to the filmmaker. 

 
Filmmaker   ___________________________ 

 
Title               ___________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Doorpost Film Project 2009 
Visionary Profile Form    

 
Name:  Phone: 
 
Email:    Fax: 

 
 
Address:   
 
 
 
 
 
How did you hear about The Doorpost Film Project?  

 
What is the working title of the film? 
 
What is the topic of the film (check one)?                   What is the length of your film (mm:ss)? 

Redemption      Joy                     Freedom 
Forgiveness      Humility 

 
Please provide work history and link(s) to reels: 

Please detail your participation in this project: 



Please expand upon the following statement: “I express myself through film because…” 

Please expand upon the following statement: “I believe people are…” 

 
Please provide a brief synopsis of your film: 
 

 
What is the objective of your film? 

 
I the undersigned officially request to participate in the 2009 Doorpost Film Project competition. I have read the 
2009 Rules and Regulations and have completed this form in its entirety and attached a completed Visionary 
Profile Form:                                                                               
 
 Name:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
 



FILM TITLE:
FILM #:
THEME:

OUR MISSION:
The Doorpost Film Project exists to encourage truth-seeking visionaries by honoring their creativity as filmmakers, 
serving them in the context of building community and sharing their discoveries with the world so that others may have hope.

Please judge the film on the following criteria, scoring each criteria on a scale of 1-10, with 10 being the highest possible score.

Lowest Highest
1. Understanding of the topic 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2. Originality of the concept in addressing the topic 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

3. Demonstration of story-telling skill 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

4. Credibility: Is the concept/story believable 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

5. The performances of cast 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

6. Understanding of Structure: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

7. Pacing of the production 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

8. Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 
9. Audio/Mix 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

10. Cinematography 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11. Overall production value 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

12. Overall impact on viewer 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

13. Objective met 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Any areas of concern?  If yes, please explain.

Overall Comments

#033
Signature Date

2009 Judging Sheet




